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Sec. 11G-1 
 

CHAPTER 11G. 
 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES. 
 
Sec. 11G-1.    Definitions. 
Sec. 11G-2.    Prohibition. 
Sec. 11G-3.    Public nuisance. 
Sec. 11G-4.    Civil penalties. 
 
Sec. 11G-1.  Definitions. 
 
“Cannabis” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(f) as the 
same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Caregiver” or “primary caregiver” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Health & Safety Code § 
11362.7 as the same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“City” shall mean the City of Paramount. 
 
“Commercial cannabis activity” shall have the same meaning as that set forth in Business & Professions Code 
§ 19300.5(k) as the same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Cooperative” shall mean two or more persons collectively or cooperatively cultivating, using, transporting, 
possessing, administering, delivering or making available medical marijuana, with or without compensation. 
 
“Cultivation” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(l) as the 
same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Cultivation site” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(x) as 
the same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Delivery” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(m) as the 
same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Dispensary” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(n) as the 
same may be amended from time to time.  For purposes of this Chapter, “Dispensary” shall also include a 
cooperative. 
 
“Dispensary” shall not include the following uses: (1) a clinic licensed pursuant to Chapter 1 of Division 2 of the 
California Health and Safety Code, (2) a health care facility licensed pursuant to Chapter 2 of Division 2 of the 
California Health and Safety Code, (3) a residential care facility for persons with chronic life-threatening 
illnesses licensed pursuant to Chapter 3.01 of Division 2 of the California Health and Safety Code, (4) a 
residential care facility for the elderly licensed pursuant to Chapter 3.2 of Division 2 of the California Health 
and Safety Code, (5) a residential hospice or home health agency licensed pursuant to Chapter 8 of 
Division 2 of the California Health and Safety Code. For purposes of this definition a Dispensary is a facility or 
location, whether fixed or mobile.  
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“Dispensing” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(o) as the 
same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Distribution” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(p) as the 
same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Distributor” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(q) as the 
same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Manufacturer” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(y) as the 
same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Manufacturing site” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(af) 
as the same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Medical cannabis,” “medical cannabis product,” or “cannabis product” shall have the same meanings as set 
forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(ag) as the same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act” or “MMRSA” shall mean the following bills signed into law on 
October 9, 2015 as the same may be amended from time to time: AB 243, AB 246, and SB 643. 
 
“Nursery” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(ah) as the 
same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Qualifying patient” or “Qualified patient” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Health & Safety Code § 
11362.7 as the same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Testing laboratory” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(z) as 
the same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Transport” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(am) as the 
same may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Transporter” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Business & Professions Code § 19300.5(aa) as the 
same may be amended from time to time.  
 
(Urg. Ord. No. 1037, Ord. No. 1065) 
 
Sec. 11G-2.  Prohibition. 
 
(a) Commercial cannabis activities of all types are expressly prohibited in all zones and all specific plan 

areas in the City of Paramount.  No person shall establish, operate, conduct or allow a commercial 
cannabis activity anywhere within the City. It is the intent of this prohibition to include the commercial 
delivery of cannabis within the City from a fixed location, from a Mobile Dispensary, the prohibition on 
cultivation, and any effort to locate, operate, own, lease, supply, allow to be operated, or aid, abet, or 
assist in the operation of a commercial cannabis activity. (Urg. Ord. No. 1037, Ord. No. 1065) 

 
(b) To the extent not already covered by subsection A above, all deliveries of medical cannabis are 

expressly prohibited within the City of Paramount.  No person shall conduct any deliveries that either 
originate or terminate within the City. (Urg. Ord. No. 1037, Ord. No. 1065) 
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(c) This section is meant to prohibit all activities for which a State license is required.  Accordingly, the 

City shall not issue any permit, license or other entitlement for any activity for which a State license is 
required under the MMRSA. (Urg. Ord. No. 1037, Ord. No. 1065) 

 
(d) Cultivation of cannabis for non-commercial purposes, including cultivation by a qualified patient or a 

primary caregiver, is expressly prohibited in all zones and all specific plan areas in the City of 
Paramount.  No person, including a qualified patient or primary caregiver, shall cultivate any amount 
of cannabis in the City, even for medical purposes. (Urg. Ord. No. 1037, Ord. No. 1065) 

 
Sec. 11G-3   Public nuisance. 
 
Any use or condition caused, or permitted to exist, in violation of any provision of this Chapter 11-G shall be, 
and hereby is declared to be, a public nuisance and may be summarily abated by the City pursuant to Code of 
Civil Procedure Section 731 or any other remedy available to the City, whether in law or in equity, including but 
not limited to administrative citations. (Urg. Ord. No. 1037, Ord. No. 1065) 

 
Sec. 11G-4.  Civil penalties. 

 
In addition to any other enforcement permitted by this Chapter 11-G, the City Attorney may bring a civil action 
for injunctive relief and civil penalties pursuant to this code against any person or entity that violates this 
Chapter.  In any civil action brought pursuant to this Chapter, a court of competent jurisdiction may award 
reasonable attorneys fees and costs to the prevailing party. (Urg. Ord. No. 1037, Ord. No. 1065) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Urg. Ord. No. 1037, Ord. No. 1065)  



H:\COMMON\MUNI CODE\CHAP_11G.DOC  
PARAMOUNT MUNICIPAL CODE – Medical Marijuana Dispensaries Chap. 11G 
 

VERSION 03/2016 

 
Ch. 11G - Pg. 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This page left blank intentionally) 
 


