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WELCOME to SEAACA

If you haven't paid us a visit lately, you might not recognize
SEAACA. From the dust of a complete renovation in 2002,
SEAACA emerged fully transformed.

With its state-of-the-art veterinary clinic, stainless
steel runs, sky lights, fresh plants and soothing

OUR VISION ...
| music for the animals, we think SEAACA is one of

A _O<_3© Togm .mO—. every UQ._. the nicest animal service centers in town.

Safe habitat for every wild creature Our programs have expanded too. In 2005 we took in pets

displaced by Hurricane Katrina. To ease their stress we placed
them in foster homes while waiting to be reunited with their

people.

Now we're launching “True Blue Friend,” a campaign to match
adopters with harder-to-place animals — those whose inner
beauty, mellowness or noble character just needs a little PR to
be appreciated.

OUR MISSION ... We published this Guide to acquaint you with the new SEAACA
and provide helpful information concerning pets. Its final pages
contain a list of neighborhood vets and other important resources,
Reduce pet O<®—.UOUC_Q.:OB such as animal poison hotlines. Keep your Guide in a convenient

Rescue animals from harm

Increase shelter adoptions spot in case of an emergency.

Sustain a mQ._nws humane 0033C3m._.v~ | invite you to tour SEAACA soon and see all we have to offer.
Bring a friend. Even better, leave with a new one.

Cordially,

@\v\. §9\/ “Until he extends

. the circle of
Dan Morrison ;
compassion to all

Executive Director livi .
iving things, man

m>>n> will not himself
.OQ find peace.”~
Q
MU e Established 1975 Albert Schweitzer
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“La bondad y compasién hacia todos los
seres vivientes es caracteristica de una
sociedad civilizada.”— Cesar Chavez

“The smallest
feline is a
masterpiece.”
— Leonardo
da Vinci

«

Cats rule and

dogs drool!”
— Anonymous
Cat Person

makes you rich.”— Louis Sabin

Note! Though ail information in this Guide is current as of April 2006, certain items
— such as web links and fees — are subject to change.

“No matter how little money and how
few possessions you own, having a dog

SEAACA at a GLANCE

SEAACA (Southeast Area Animal Control Authority) provides
animal services within the cities of:

Bell Gardens, Bellflower, Downey, Lakewood, Montebello,
Norwalk, Paramount, Pico Rivera, Santa Fe Springs, South El
Monte, South Gate and Vernon.

You do not have to be a resident of these cities to adopt at
SEAACA, or to bring your own animal to SEAACA’s Animal
Wellness Clinic. All are welcome.

CONTACT
Address: 9777 Seaaca Street * Downey, CA 90241

Telephone: (562) 803-3301 ¢ Se habla Espaiiol
After hours and holidays: (562) 940-6898

Web site: seaaca.org

HOURS
Reception, office: Mon 8-5 ¢ Tu-Fri 8-6 * Sat 8-5

View shelter animals: Tu-Fri 11-6 ¢ Sat 10-5
Photos of some shelter animals at seaaca.org
Animal Control Officers on duty: 8-8 everyday
Emergency response 24 hours
Animal Weliness Clinic
Vaccinations, microchips: Tu-Fri 10-4:30 ¢ Sat 9-3
Veterinarian visits: Tu-Fri 2-4:30 ¢ Sat noon-3
No appointment needed except spay/neuter surgery
Licensing department: Tu-Fri 10-6 * Sat 10-5
Closed Sundays, major holidays

No animal drop-offs when closed



LIFE with DOGS & CATS

I¥’s a sad fact: There simply are not enough homes for
all the dogs and cats.

Pet overpopulation puts strays on the
streets, fills shelters, and leads to animal
abandonment and abuse. It is the primary
reason healthy dogs and cats — whose only
crime is to be born — are euthanized.

“Dogs are not
life, but they

lives whole.”—

Pet-owner and pet-less alike bear the burden of too many dogs
and cats in the world. Strays are not only themselves at risk
— they are a health and safety hazard to other animals and
people. Over 80% of dogs in traffic accidents are un-neutered
males. Packs of aggressive dogs threatening people and pets
regularly make the news. Staggering numbers of homeless
cats form feral colonies that prey on wildlife or become urban
nuisances.

Controlling pet overpopulation makes good fiscal sense.
Impounding strays costs the nation’s taxpayers $250 million per
year, but it doesn’t have to be that way. With a push to spay
and neuter more animals, New Hampshire lowered its statewide
animal control costs by 70% in just seven years.

It’'s easy to imagine how much more pleasant our
our whole . .
parks, beaches and sidewalks would with no strays.
make our  |T's profoundly moving to imagine that, one day,
every healthy shelter animal is adopted into a loving,

Roger Caras ~ permanent home.

Until that happy day, do your part. Don't buy from Few things

breeders or pet shops. Adopt. Don't breed. Spay and  #¢ ™0
. heartwarming
neuter every dog and cat in your household.
than to be

welcomed by

a cat.’— Tay

Hohoff
Tip! Portal site for pet-friendly rentals: rentwithpets.com

ADOPTING at SEAACA

From dogs and cats to rabbits or occasional horse, SEAACA
always has a wonderful array of animals. SEAACA adopts to
responsible adults who can provide the proper environment,
food and care.

Before bringing a new pet home, be sure you can answer “yes”
to these five questions:

* Can | provide a loving home, secure yard, proper food, fresh
water and veterinary care?

* Am | willing to make this commitment for the lifetime of the pet?
(Cats and smaller dogs often live 15 or more years.)

* Do all in the household want and agree to the new pet?
* Will other pets in the household accept the new animal?
* Will the children treat a new pet with respect and kindness?

Some people assume shelter animals have behavioral problems.
Usually it’s not the pet, but unrealistic expectations. With a little
patience and lots of positive reinforcement, your new pet will
adjust.

Your TRUE BLUE FRIEND is waiting

“Old dogs, like
Sometimes would-be adopters overlook the most

old shoes, are
lovable homeless dogs and cats. They may have o mforaable.

worried expressions, greying muzzles or just look They may bea
ordinary, but they have extraordinary hearts. We  bit out of shape,

call these deserving pets “True Blue Friends.” There’s 2 little worn
around the edges,

but they fit well.
— Bonnie Wilcox

a special gift for every True Blue Friend adopter

»

(along with a lifetime of devotion.)

ADOPTION fees

SEAACA’s dog and cat adoption fees include
spaying/neutering, vaccinations and permanent-ID
microchip: Male dogs/pups $90 * Female dogs/
pups $100 * All cats/kittens $60 * All rabbits $40
(includes spaying /neutering) ¢ Others: Inquire




LOW COST spay/neuter

All pets — even ones living the single life — need permanent birth
control. Having your pet spayed or neutered at SEAACA’s Animal
Wellness Clinic is good for your pet and you too {no worries, it’s
not contagious!) Here's how:

“You cannot  SPayed/neutered pets are just plain healthier, so

lookata You save on vet bills. Spaying reduces mammary
sleeping cat  cancer and eliminates uterine cancer. No messy,

and feel tense.”  yncomfortable heat or complications giving birth.
— Jane Pauley

Neutering prevents testicular cancer. It curbs urges to
roam or fight, cutting down the chances for injuries.

Spayed/neutered pets have mellower temperaments
and are better family members. Another thing:

licenses are half price for dogs who are fixed.

Spaying /neutering is best done at an early age — eight weeks is
ideal. But as long as he or she is in good health, no pet is too old
for the operation.

It's important to spay and neuter rabbits too, who commonly have
serious health and behavior problems unless they are fixed.

ANIMAL WELLNESS CLINIC fees

Neuter male cat/kitten $25 ¢ Spay female cat/kitten $40
* Small added fee pregnant/in heat

Neuter male dog/pup to 25 lbs $40 + 25-40 |bs $45
* 41-55 lbs $55

Spay female dog/pup to 25 Ibs $50 ¢ 25-40 ibs $60
* 41-55 Ibs $70 * Small added fee pregnant/in heat

All dogs 56 Ibs and up: Ask vet
Vaccinations: Rabies $10 * Dog 5-in-1 $18 * Cat 4-in-1 $12

Myth! Spay/neuter turns pets into soft, wimpy couch potatoes.
Myth-Buster! No, too much food and too little exercise make ‘em soft.
Far from heing wimps, spayed/neutered pets have stronger protective
bonds toward their people. As for couch potatoes — just like the human
variety — they're born, not made!

BASIC necessities

Every dog and cat needs a collar and ID tag. Woven collars that
snap shut are inexpensive, reliable and durable. Choke-chains
fall off easily and can injure a dog’s air passages ... plus they

really hurt!

Find ID tags at pet supply stores, groomers or online.
It's a good idea to customize tags with your cell
phone number. Thick plastic ones outlast metal tags,
which are prone to scratching or bending.

A microchip — tiny electronic ID injected under the
skin — makes your pet traceable even if the collar
comes off. Today, most shelters scan every stray for
microchip information. SEAACA’s Animal Wellness
Clinic implants microchips in a jiffy for $25. Keep
your contact data current by sending phone and

“The average

dog is a nicer

person than the
average person.”
— Andy Rooney

address changes to the microchip service company.

Flea and tick control is so easy now. Application of a few drops
of Frontline or Advantage every few months works wonders. Find
it at our Animal Wellness Clinic, your veterinarian’s, pet supply
store or online.

Your dog — who should have daily walks with you — needs
a strong leash. Harnesses optimize control and comfort, and
not even the wiggliest pooch can give it the slip. Some have a
feature that clips to your vehicle’s seatbelt. For safety, have your
dog sit in the back seat. If you're in a pickup, let him sit in the
cab — truck beds are not safe.

Your cat — who should be kept indoors — needs a litter pan.
If yours is a multi-cat family, set out one litter pan per cat, plus
one. Buy or build scratching posts with scrap lumber and carpet
remnants. Have a carrier on hand for trips to the vet. Cat carriers
come in heavy-duty cardboard or indestructible plastic.
Cats and dogs like soft, clean bedding and their
. . . . up to six cats.
own special spot for serious snoozing ... inside the

house, just like the rest of the family. owner”

— Stephen Baker

“Most beds sleep

Ten without the
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SAFE at home

Your pet’s size, age and energy level provide the best guide to
pet-proofing your home. Be alert to potential hazards as you would
for a small child. Scan for attractive nuisances like lamp cords the
kitten might tug or leather-bound books the pup could chew, and
move them out of their path. Never leave lit candles unattended.

It's pretty obvious some common items are poisonous to pets:
household cleaners, rat/mice bait, mothballs, Antifreeze and
human medications. But did you know lilies and coffee grounds
are toxic if ingested? Grapes, raisins, chocolate and onions are
deadly to dogs. Tylenol can kill a cat. For a good look at poison-
proofing (there’s even a fun interactive game) go to aspca.org and
click Pet Care.

Search your pet’s outdoor area for foxtails and remove them.
Check your pet’s fur after a walk through the brush. Foxtails have
a nasty habit of burrowing into ears, noses, eyes and paws, causing
painful infections. They only go in one direction, and should be
removed by a vet. Once in the bloodstream, a foxtail can work its
way to the heart and kill.

“Chain my If your pet has a yard, check the fence for areas to

EVERYDAY fun

Making fun time with your pet a daily habit is the single best thing
you can do to foster a mutual bond. Little routines — playing fetch
with your dog as the sun sets, scratching your cat’s ears as you

“If your dog s far,
you aren't getting

read the morning paper, hand-feeding a special
treat when you get home — are good for both

enough exercisc.” of you. Is it any wonder medical science says pet-

— Unknown  owners live longer?

The wide world of silly pet toys is a hoot! The challenge

“Who needs
is finding the ones your pet responds to. One cat goes v when
bonkers for catnip, while another perfects looking bored you have

... until a ball of yarn rolls by. A sporty dog does high

dogs in the
backyard?
That’s way out
of bounds. T
wouldn’t even
do thatto a

quarterback!”
— Michael

Strahan,
NY Giants
defensive end

escape under, over or through. Don't overlook the
gate — it might be the one spot low enough to clear.
Chicken-wire rolled along the ground and stapled to
the base of the fence helps prevent digging.

A doggie-door to a secure yard is best for your dog.
He’ll gladly guard the house while you're gone and
take outdoor breaks as needed. If there’s no secure
yard and you must be gone all day, have a friend or
dog-walker take him for a waik every four hours.

Know! It’s not enly cruel to chain your dog, it's dangerous.
Chaining makes a dog territorial and when approached,
2.8 times more likely to bite. See dogsdeservebetter.com

cats?”— Lori

jumps for a Frisbee, and there’s the sort who prefers Spigelmyer
serenading you with a squeaky toy.
Log onto! petedge.com for a vast online catalog of inexpensive pet toys,
treats, supplies and grooming aids
DOG PLAYGROUNDS: nearby off-leash parks
Grab your buddy, the leash {you’ll need it until you're in “Dogs feel
the off-leash area) and go for it. Where to frolic: very strongly
they should
* Long Beach Recreation Dog Park m_ﬁﬂﬁ g0
5201 East 7th St (at Park) erwmw
Daily to 10pm * Closed Mon till noon for maintenance in case Hv,n
need should
Long Beach Dog Zone (dogzone.org) arise for

Three-acre portion of Belmont Shore where dogs are

them to bark

permitted violently at
Located at the water between Roycroft and Argonne, nothing right
a few blocks east of Belmont Pier in your ear.”
Daily 6-8 — Dave Barry

Find! AH sorts of pet-related resources in your neighborhood at pets911.com



WAY to go

It's fun for most dogs to go along for the ride on a driving “I'm Mog:
. half man,
trip. Even a few cats make happy campers. You have . ,
half dog. I'm

- y
to judge whether or not your pet’s o good passenger. my own best
Since many hotels and motels accept pets these days, .47

reserving rooms should not be a stopper — just don'’t John Candy,
plan on leaving your pet alone in the room while you go  as Barfin
off on a jaunt. Spaceballs

Compare! Pet-friendly accommodations at petswelcome.com and
petsonthego.com

“There OEAACA does not recommend flying with pets. The
are many atmospheric change, strange surroundings and noises
intelligent ~ are extremely stressful to animals. Because airlines have
species in  lost so many pets, humane organizations are asking

the universe.  the government to set standards that treat animals as

12

_ﬁav\ M:M something more than cargo. But if you must go by plane,
NTMMHM: seek an dirline that allows a small pet carrier under the
C:w:oé.: seat, not in the hold. For larger animals try Companion

Air, expected to soon serve locally: companiongir.com.

If your pet can’t come along, find a trustworthy
friend, relative or professional pet-sitter to
look after him or her at home. That’s nicer than
boarding in a kennel or at the vet’s — but only
if you have a truly responsible individual to
care for your pet. If you decide to board, check
out the facility in person before you make the
reservation. It’s the least you can do for a pal.

Get! Helpful travel info at hsus.org/pets/pet_care. Scroll to Caring
for Pets When You Travel

EMERGENCIES

Pages 14-15 list local veterinary hospitals, including some open
evenings, 24 hours, weekends and holidays. Familiarize yourself now
with those closest to home.

ANIMAL AMBULANCE, INC. (mypettovet.com) is a private

company that provides local emergency and non-emergency animal
transportation:

* 24-hour animal ambulance with Animal Emergency Technician
onboard: (866) 473-8911

* Routine pet taxi (One-day advance reservation required):
(877) 957-4968

24-hour POISON HOTLINES (small fee may apply)

* ASPCA Animal Poison Control: (888) 426-4435

* California Poison Action Line: (800) 876-4766

* MSPCA-Angell Animal Poison Control: (877) 2-ANGELL
* NSAL Animal Poison Control: (888) 232-8870

PREPARE now!

Hurricane Katrina awakened us all to the need for a family disaster
plan and emergency kits for home, work and auto. The same measures
you take to insure sufficient food, water, medications and first aid for
your human family must extend to your pets.

Experts now recommend a seven-day emergency water supply — one
gallon of water per day per family member. So, if your household
has four people and two dogs, you should store 42 gallons of water.
Cases of 1.5 liter bottles, which total 4.75 gallons to a box, are
convenient to store, use and replenish.

Include pets in your disaster plan! if evacuations are ordered, SEAACA
will not be able to rescue your animals. Download an excellent free
booklet covering all sorts of animals, “Saving the Whole Family,” at
avma.org/disaster/saving family.asp

13
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VETERINARY CLINICS in

SEAACA cities

Bellflower

Animal Care Clinic of Bellflower
10404 E. Rosecrans Av.
(562) 920-1795

Bellflower Veterinary Hospital
10326 E. Artesia Bl.

(562) 867-7271
bellflowervet.com

Bellwood Animal Hospital
17435 Lakewood BI.
(562) 633-7833

J & J Pet Medical Center
10329 Artesia BI.
(562) 866-2803

Paramount Animal Hospital
@021 E. Somerset Bl.
(562) 630-3172

VCA Lakewood Animal Hospital
17801 Lakewood Bl.

(562) 633-8126
vcalakewoodca.com

24 hours|7 days

Downey

Above & Beyond Pet Clinic
9640 Firestone BI.

(562) 862-7788

extended hours

Ashton Animal Hospital
12355 S. Woodruff Av.
(562) 803-1551

Downey Veterinary Hospital
11220 Brookshire Av.
(662) 923-0763

Firestone Animal Hospital
7539 Firestone BI.
(562) 928-1341

North Downey Pet Clinic
9972 S. Lakewood BI.
(562) 923-5844

Plaza Veterinary Clinic
7340 Firestone Bl
(562) 928-2234

Thomas Veterinary Hospital
11548 Downey Av.
(562) 923-9497

Montebello

Montebello Dog & Cat Hospital
2437 W. Whittier BI.
(323) 726-1525

Park Community Animal Hospital
209 East Beverly BI.
(323) 869-9464

Vetco Pet Hospital
1425 N. Montebello BI.
(323)725-6788
petservice.com

Norwalk

After Hours Animal Hospital
11266 Firestone BI.

(562) 4092-1011

Mon-Sat evenings only

Crossroads Animal Emergency &
Referral Center

11057 E. Rosecrans Av.

(562) 863-2522

(800) 345-9088

crossroadsanimalememergency.

com
nights, weekends & holidays only

Paramount

Garfield Animal Hospital
16301 Garfield Av.
(562) 630-2082

Pico Rivera

Pico Rivera Animal Hospital
9221 E. Slauson Av.

(562) 949-2494

extended hours

Rose Slauson Animal Hospital
9024 E. Slauson Av.
(562) 801-1273

Santa Fe Springs

Rosecrans Pet Hospital
13451 E. Rosecrans Av.
(562) 921-5551

VCA La Mirada Animal Hospital
13914 E. Rosecrans Av.
(562) 921-3539

vecalamirada.com

South El Monte

Emergency Pet Clinic of San
Gabriel Valley

3254 Santa Anita Av.

El Monte

(626) 579-4550

(800) PET 39211

nights, weekends & holidays only

South Gate

Hollydale Veterinary Hospital
11205 S. Garfield Av.
(562) 862-2159

South Gate Dog & Cat Hospital
3737 Tweedy BI.
(323) 564-6913
(323) 569-1122



