
H:\Common\Muni Code\Chap_44 A18.doc  

PARAMOUNT MUNICIPAL CODE - Zoning Chap. 44, Article XVIII 

 

 
Ch. 44, Art. XVIII - Pg. 1 

    VERSION 10/2007 

    Sec. 44-229 
    Sec. 44-232 
 

Article XVIII, PD-PS, Planned Development-Performance Standards Zone. 
 
Sec. 44-229.  Definition. 
 
A specific plan, adopted by ordinance providing for the regulation of buildings, structures and uses of land in 
certain areas.  The zoning regulations governing the area included in a planned development-performance 
standards zone (PD-PS classification) are contained within the ordinance adopting the same in lieu of any 
differing regulation imposed by the zoning code for the zone within which the planned development-
performance standards zone is located.  (Ord. No. 495) 
 
Sec. 44-230.  Purpose. 
 
The objective of a planned development with performance zoning standards is to insure a fuller realization of 
the general plan of the city than that which would result from the application of present zoning regulations.  It 
is intended to be applied only to areas, under single or unified ownership or control, which are sufficiently 
large to allow for overall planning and design in detail so as to secure to the community, the future 
occupants and developer, values and amenities greater than those likely to be achieved by the relatively 
inflexible provisions necessary to regulate the successive development of individual lots by numerous 
different owners.  It is the intent of this zone classification to encourage development of superior design and 
quality through creative application of the city's zoning criteria and through the creation of performance 
standards applied to specific development and recorded as conditions and covenants against the land.  
(Ord. No. 495) 
 
Sec. 44-231.  Limitations. 
 
The planned development-performance standards zone (PD-PS zone) procedure shall not apply: 
 
(a) To any site having a net area of less than one half acre, being either in one ownership or the subject 

of a joint application filed by all the owners or agents of property thereof; or 
 
(b) Unless the proposed development is reasonably related to the land use, open space, recreation and 

circulation elements of the general plan for the subject area.  Where concurrent subdivision or 
subparcelling into individual lots or the dedication of any streets is involved, conformity to related 
ordinances of the city is required, and the procedure shall be concurrent with and supplementary 
thereto.  (Ord. No. 495) 

 
Sec. 44-232.  Pre-application conference. 
 
There is hereby created a planning coordinating committee composed of representatives of the city to be 
designated by the city council.  Before filing any application for a planned development with performance 
zoning standards, the prospective applicant shall submit to the planning coordinating committee preliminary 
plans and sketches and basic site information for consideration and advice as to the relation of the proposal 
to general developmental objectives to be attained in the area and as to the policies of the commission and 
council with reference thereto.  (Ord. No. 495) 
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Sec. 44-233.  Application. 
 
Every application for a planned development with performance zoning standards shall be accompanied by 
the following: 
 
(a) A legal description or boundary survey map of the property.  (A tentative subdivision map may be 

substituted for this requirement if the applicant proposes to subdivide the property.) 
 
(b) A general development plan with at least the following details shown to scale and dimensioned: 
 
 (1) The proposed land ownerships, the uses, dimensions and locations of all proposed 

structures and of areas reserved for vehicular and pedestrian circulation, open spaces, 
landscaping, recreation, or other public uses. 

 
 (2) Architectural drawings and sketches showing the design and character of the proposed 

uses and their relation to one another. 
 
 (3) Height and approximate location of all proposed walls and fences and a statement setting 

forth the method by which such walls and fences shall be preserved and maintained. 
 
 (4) Location and design of automobile parking areas and signs. 
 
 (5) Type of surfacing proposed for walks and driveways. 
 
 (6) Preliminary plans showing the proposed method for control and disposal of water flowing 

into, across or from the development. 
 
 (7) Tables showing the total number of acres and their distribution by use, and the percentage 

of the whole designated for dwellings of different types, non-residential uses, streets, off-
street parking, public uses and open spaces. 

 
 (8) A time schedule for the proposed development with evidence of the intent and the ability of 

the applicant to carry out the plan. 
 
 (9) Such other pertinent information as the planning coordinating committee may require to 

complete its evaluation of the intent and impact of the proposal.  (Ord. No. 495) 
 
Sec. 44-234.  Mixed uses permitted. 
 
The regulations of the planned development-performance standards zone are intended to permit a diversity 
of uses, relationships and heights of buildings and open spaces in planned building groups while insuring 
substantial compliance with the spirit, intent and provisions of this Code.  (Ord. No. 495) 
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Sec. 44-235.  "Performance standards" defined. 
 
The term "performance standards" as here employed refers to such conditions, effects or results which flow 
from the maintenance and operation of any use including, but not limited to, the flow of sound measured in 
decibels; ambient level of sound; vibrations above and below the auditory range; odors, fumes; smoke or 
other emissions whether toxic or nontoxic; incidence of hazard, including explosion or contamination; the 
identification and classification in terms of chemical composition of the emissions from any type of use 
whether industrial, commercial or domestic; the traffic-generating capacity, both in terms of freight and 
passengers, the volume of either or both, and the time or times of daily cycle that represent peak flow or 
minimum flow; the consuming capacity of and need for electrical energy, natural gas, oil, water, sewage 
disposal, and transportation facilities including water, rail and air.  (Ord. No. 495) 
 
Sec. 44-236.  Findings required for approval. 
 
The commission shall not recommend approval of the proposal unless it finds that the planned 
development-performance standards zone as applied for is or may be conditioned to be, in full conformance 
to the general purposes of this article, and in particular: 
 
(a) That the location, design and proposed uses are compatible with the character of existing 

development in the vicinity. 
 
(b) That the plan will produce internally an environment of stable and desirable character, and not tend 

to cause any traffic congestion on surrounding or access streets. 
 
(c) That the standards of development applicable to the planned development-performance standards 

zone are subject to one of the following or any combination thereof: 
 
 (1) All of the standards of the appropriate zone which would permit the requested land uses. 
 
 (2) Such standards of development which are proposed are clearly designated on the general 

development plan as submitted and in supplementary text material. 
 
(d) That the proposed development will be well integrated into its setting. 
 
(e) That the provision is made for both public and private open spaces, at least equivalent to that 

required by the superseded zoning regulations. 
 
(f) That suitable provision is made, where appropriate, for the protection and maintenance of private 

areas reserved for common use. 
 
(g) That there is reasonable assurance that the applicant intends, and will be able to proceed with the 

execution of the project without undue delay. 
 
(h) That there is substantial compliance with the spirit and intent of this Code.  (Ord. No. 495) 
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Sec. 44-237.  Commission and council action. 
 
Applications for a planned development with performance zoning standards shall be considered 
amendments to the Paramount Municipal Code and shall be processed according to applicable provisions of 
Article XIV of this chapter.  Concurrently with the adoption of a planned development-performance standards 
zone, the council shall require of the applicants such guarantees as may be appropriate to insure the 
accomplishment of any public improvements, such grant of easement and development rights, and such 
arrangements for maintenance of common spaces as are relevant in the case.  (Ord. No. 495) 
 
Sec. 44-238.  Conformance required. 
 
After adoption, and prior to the issuance of any building permit, a final development plan shall be prepared, 
and a final subdivision map or parcel map recorded, if either is involved.  The final development plan shall 
conform to the ordinance adopting the planned development-performance standards zone and shall show to 
scale all buildings, off-street parking facilities, landscaping, finished grades and such other detail as will 
suffice to indicate conformance to all the features, conditions and characteristics upon which the approval 
was predicated.  The final plan shall be recorded in the office of the county recorder of Los Angeles County 
and a notation of reference thereto shall be made forthwith upon the zoning map.  No permit shall thereafter 
be issued for any building, structure, or use except in full conformance to the said final plan.  A violation of 
any part of the plan or of any condition of the approval shall constitute a violation of this chapter.  The city 
council may, however, by resolution extend any specified time limit for starting or completing the 
development upon the showing of good faith and effort to comply therewith.  Prior to final approval by the city 
council, the applicant shall submit to the city attorney a draft of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions 
which shall apply to the subject development as required and shall be concurrently recorded with the county 
recorder along with the conditions of approval and map of the subject development.  (Ord. No. 495) 
 
Sec. 44-239.  Revocation. 
 
The planning commission shall, upon its own motion, initiate proceedings to reclassify the area included in 
an adopted planned development performance standards zone to such zone as deemed appropriate by the 
planning commission if no development has occurred in pursuance of the adopted plan (a)  within twelve 
months after the date of adoption of the planned development-performance standards zone, or (b)  upon 
expiration of any extension of the time for starting development granted by the city council, whichever is the 
later date.  Notice of hearings shall be the same as that used for adoption of said planned development-
performance standards zone.  (Ord. No. 495) 
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Sec. 44-240.  Revision. 
 
(a) Any planned development-performance standards zone which has been adopted and made 

effective by the recordation of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions as required, may be revised 
under the same procedure as required for the filing and approval of a new planned development 
performance standards zone as provided herein.  No planned development-performance standards 
zone approval may be revised under the provisions of this section which would have the effect of 
changing the total land use concept or placement and type of buildings on the entire property from 
that which was approved originally, nor shall such procedure be used where provisions have been 
made for city staff approval of minor modifications.  A revision to any planned development-
performance standards zone may be applied for to permit a change in any of the conditions of 
approval, a change in the standards of development, and any partial change in the land use concept 
or placement and type of buildings. 

 
(b) The following procedure shall be used to revise a planned development-performance standards 

zone: 
 
 (1) Any property owner whose property is subject to an existing planned development-

performance standards zone or his authorized representative may make an application for 
a planned development-performance standards zone revision.  Where such an application 
would propose to revise a planned development-performance standards zone of which the 
applicant's property represents only a portion, all other property owners within the planned 
development-performance standards zone shall receive, prior to the public hearing, the 
legal notice, staff report, and any other documentation pertinent to the case.  The consent 
of other property owners within the planned development-performance standards zone 
shall not be required for the filing of an application for revision. 

 
 (2) Revisions shall retain the case number of the original planned development-performance 

standards zone followed by the number of the revision. 
 
 (3) Required advertising and notification of the case shall be as provided by using the 

boundaries of the entire planned development-performance standards zone as originally 
approved in determining the required three hundred foot radius. 

 
 (4) Any planned development-performance standards zone case processed under this section 

shall require the adoption of an ordinance by the city council and the recordation of a notice 
of revised planned development-performance standards zone regulations which shall 
include the legal description of the property affected by the revision as well as any 
conditions of approval made a part of said revision.  In the case of a revision, recordation of 
the original Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions shall not be required, only modifications 
made to the original Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions shall be recorded.  (Ord. No. 
495) 

 
 
 
(Ord. No. 495) 
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